
  

 

Kevin Compton, Spruce Creek, PA. 

Kevin is a commercial tier, author, speaker, 

tying instructor, and a fly designer for Solitude 

Fly Co. and Holly Flies of Mt Holly Springs, PA. 

He is also a member of the International Pro 

Team for Partridge Hooks. His company, 

Performance Flies (www.performanceflies. 

com), an online and retail shop in Spruce 

Creek, PA, distributes premium tying materials, 

barbless hooks, and tools throughout North 

America, including the HANAK COMPETITION 

barbless hooks. In 2006, he was the runner-up 

in the Team USA National Fly Tying Competi-

tion sponsored by Fly Tyer magazine. In 

September of 2006, he traveled to Portugal to 

the World Fly Fishing Championship where he 

contributed flies to the US competitors. Since 

2006 he has tied flies for members of Team 

USA for their World Competitions, the National 

Championships, and the America’s Cup. In 

September of 2010 Kevin was the runner-up (to 

Charlie Craven) in the first annual Ironman Fly 

Tying Competition. He is also a Celebrity Fly 

Tier and Instructor at the International Fly Tying 

Symposium and on the Fly Fishing Show circuit. 

Kevin's flies have been featured in magazines 

such as Fly Tyer and Fly Fishing and Tying 

Journal and in collections such as Rick 

Takahashi's Modern Midges and George 

Daniel’s Dynamic Nymphing. His article "Going 

Barbless" appeared in the August 2010 issue of 

Hatches Magazine. He also is currently at work 

on two fly-tying projects with Stackpole Books, 

entitled “Tying ‘Czech’ Nymphs” and "Styles of 

European Fly Patterns”. 
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Spruce Creek is a world class fishery that has drawn 

the attention of dignitaries from all over the world. 

President Carter is a regular visitor to the valley. The 

list of notable anglers that have fished this water is 

even more impressive. In fact, it would be easier to 

list those who have not cast a line into its waters. 

George Harvey developed many of his theories and 

techniques on Spruce Creek. Joe Humphrey’s fishes 

there on a weekly basis. And Lefty has been there 

many times over the years. The list goes on -- Charlie 

Meck, Paul Jorgensen, Perk Perkins, Doug Swisher, 

George Daniels, Ernie Schwiebert and several others. 

This distinguished group could choose to fish 

anywhere in the world but with their knowledge and 

understanding of trout fishing they have chosen to 

fish Spruce Creek. We feel very fortunate to have

secured Harpster’s Evergreen Farms (all anglers 

mentioned have fished this property) for our 

workshop. The lodge sits right on the banks of the 

Creek. The stream is loaded with fish. And the 

pastoral setting is stunning. We have scheduled the 

workshop in March with the anticipation of hitting 

the Blue Winged Olive hatch. We will have the 
opportunity to observe, tie, and fish the complete life-

cycle of this mayfly
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Dave McMullen, Spruce Creek, PA. 

Dave McMullen has been fly fishing for 

over 50 years. Dave has been a commercial 

fly tier, has produced fly fishing videos, 

operated a guide service & fly shop in 

Spruce Creek, Pa., and owned and operated 

a trout hatchery. Along the way, Dave has 

fished and worked with many of the great 

anglers of our time – George Harvey, Joe 

Humphreys, Ernie Schwiebert, Charlie Meck 

and Lefty Kreh – to name a few. Dave has 

an intimate knowledge of the fish, the flies, 

and the stream… as well as casting, 

presentation, and fly selection. When 

questions arise Dave will help you discover 

the answers. Today, Dave is still living in 

Spruce Creek, Pa and working as an 

independent guide, serves as a consultant 

for stream management/restoration and 

consults for several fly fishing based 

businesses. He spends a lot of time working 

with Veterans through PHWFF and of 

course he always has that little camera of 

his taking pictures of bugs. 

 

 

 



 


